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Front Matter
Editor’s Introduction

The temptation is to open this Introduction with the clichéd “we’re baaaaack”!
But, of course, one must avoid temptations such as these in a scholarly journal. So,
instead, I will simply state that I am pleased to present this issue and provide a brief
update about where we’ve been and where we are going for future issues.

First, I want to acknowledge the tremendous work of Dr. Elaine Coburn who
edited the Journal from 2009 - 2014 (initially as co-editor with Dr. Chad D. Thompson).
In their inaugural issue, effectively a re-launch of Socialist Studies/Etudes socialistes, the
Editors noted the desire to raise the profile of the Journal. In the years between the re-
launch and Dr. Coburn’s last issue, that has certainly been achieved. Interest in the
Journal, submissions and readership have all grown. Significantly, since 2006, the Journal
has been committed to open source and online delivery to ensure that there are as few
barriers as possible to its distribution.

With the growth of the Journal also came “growing pains” and the need to find
management mechanisms that could sustain continued expansion of the Journal. With
this in mind, we have made some significant “behind the scenes” changes to the Journal.
Importantly, we have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the University
of Alberta Libraries for hosting/OJS support. The University of Alberta provides this
service free of charge and it means that we always have access to the latest, stable version
of OJS and continuous technical support. While making the transition, there have been
technical “road bumps” and I know not every user enjoys the “OJS experience”; however,
it is necessary to manage and produce an online Journal.

With our technical platform in place, it is now time to turn my attention to the
regular publication of the Journal and to ensuring that the good reputation established by
Dr. Coburn continues into the future. This leads me to one very significant hurdle that I
have faced and I know is a challenge for many academic journals today - building a
sustainable, qualified database of reviewers. If you are able and willing, please go to the
website, www.socialiststudies.com and either login or register to add yourself to our

reader and reviewer database. Because of the critical and transdisciplinary nature of the
submissions we receive, there is virtually no limit to the range of expertise we require in
reviewers. Your support in this regard will be greatly appreciated.

Finally, I wish to close by thanking everyone from readers to authors to reviewers
to the members of the Socialist Studies Society for their patience and support as the
various transitions have been on-going for the past many months. Please do not hesitate
to contact me with questions, comments and suggestions.
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Forthcoming Special Issue
The Ghadar Movement
edited by Radha D’Souza and Kasim Tirmizey

The beginning of the twentieth century was a turning point in contemporary
history. It was the moment of imperialist wars that redrew the boundaries of the Third
World, a moment of popular upsurges against colonialism and capitalism that challenged
the Empires of the time. Today the issues that were centre-stage before and during the
World Wars are back again. The mandate territories, the Balkans, Ukraine and Russia are
once again in turmoil, arms build up proceeds in South, South-East and East Asia as it did
one hundred years ago and economic depression and social polarisation has once again
thrown up movements for social justice across the world. Social movements a hundred
years ago intervened in those cataclysmic events in particular ways. Their interventions
had profound ramifications for the world order that was instituted at the end of the
World Wars.

Whereas Social Movement Studies has come of age in the academy as a distinct
subfield, the scholarship has largely focused on New Social Movements. This narrow
focus dims the historical memory of social movements, in particular anti-colonial
struggles. Beginning at the turn of the twentieth century, the Ghadar Movement in South
Asia has many ‘firsts’ to its credit. It was an anti-colonial movement that signalled the
beginning of the end of the British Empire. It was the first truly internationalist
movement of working people. Whereas the Socialist internationals were limited largely to
Europe and the United States, the Gadharites organised internationally throughout the
British Empire. Their networks included Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle East
with a significant presence in Argentina, Brazil, Iran, Aden, Kenya, Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, the Central Asian Republics, Turkey, Egypt, Japan and China amongst other
countries.

The Ghadar movement had its roots in the South Asian migrant workers in the
United States and Canada. The movement was located in a contextual understanding that
linked racism in the West and colonialism at home. The Ghadar movement’s analysis of
racism, migration and colonial oppression is significant in the present context. Whereas
Gandhi, a political leader closely aligned to landlord and merchant classes is acclaimed in
the West, the Ghadar movement that had its social base amongst peasants, workers and
soldiers is less known to English readers. The special issue seeks to bridge that knowledge
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