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state. Academic freedom risks being cast as an inconvenient fetter on the untrammeled 
commercialization of universities and their reorientation towards providing the human 
resources and innovative intellectual properties to drive corporate profitability. 
 This silencing campaign must be opposed because it opens the door to wider 
attacks on academic freedom at a time when such attacks are to be expected. But it should 
also be opposed in the name of justice for Palestinians, including their academic freedom 
which is constrained by conditions of occupation, exile or second-class citizenship within 
the State of Israel. 
 The organizers of the Mapping Models conference did the important work of 
bringing together key experts engaged in leading edge debates about possible solutions to 
the issues in Israel/Palestine. The conference was not balanced in that it was a 
presupposition of its framing that any real solution to the issues in the region must 
genuinely address the historic claims of Palestinians.  
 The solutions currently on the negotiating table do not meet this criterion, and are 
unlikely to be acceptable to the bulk of Palestinians even in the unlikely event that the 
Israeli state were to seriously pursue negotiations. This is why over 170 Palestinian civil 
society organizations issues a call for a global campaign of boycott, divestment and 
sanctions against Israeli institutions on July 9, 2005, a year after the International Court 
of Justice issued an advisory opinion on the illegality of Israel’s Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. At very least, this call must be debatable on our campuses and in 
our communities, or we will have utterly failed the test of defending academic freedom 
and supporting justice for Palestinians.  
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Howard Pawley, the premier of Manitoba from 1981 to 1988, has written an 

interesting and important book documenting his life as a politician of the left during an 
era which saw the rise of the New Right and neoconservatism in Canada. Along with the 
insights we get into Pawley’s character, we learn much about the New Democratic Party 
(NDP) as Manitoba’s dominant political party.   
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 Pawley joined the Manitoba Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) in 
1954, and in 1957, at the age of 22, became both organizer and party president. Early on, 
he characterized himself as a democratic socialist and activist. Notably, he challenged 
changes in party policy and direction that he thought detrimental to the party’s 
development and future. He opposed the Winnipeg Declaration of 1956 on the grounds 
that it was “a watering-down of the anti-capitalist principles of 
the Regina Manifesto” (13) and the formation of a new party because he feared 
domination by organized labour would compromise the movement.  
 The NDP’s 1969 election victory was a watershed in Manitoba politics. For two 
terms, Ed Schreyer and the NDP provided a competent, progressive, social democratic 
government for the people of Manitoba. As a rookie Member of the Legislative Assembly, 
Pawley became the Minister of Municipal Affairs and was given the task of establishing 
public auto insurance. In the face of strong opposition, Pawley and the government stood 
fast and prevailed: “It was our belief that the NDP, a populist Left movement, often 
operates best when from time to time it confronts those among the most wealthy and 
powerful in society” (32). 
 During its second term, however, the government’s acceptance of federal wage 
and price controls and its failure to deal decisively with a bitter and protracted strike at 
Griffin Steel Industries in Transcona in 1976-77 cooled labour’s enthusiasm for the 
government. The NDP lost the 1977 election to a Progressive Conservative (PC) Party led 
by Sterling Lyon that campaigned on a platform of fiscal and social conservatism – a 
harbinger of the neoconservative onslaught to come. 
 Elected NDP leader in 1979, Pawley reached out to the party’s grassroots, insisted 
that economic issues be front and centre in the campaign and worked to repair the 
damaged relationship with organized labour. He also became more sensitive, he observes, 
to achieving a balance between principles and pragmatism. He learned “that I would have 
to choose between a socialist party leading public opinion and being more pragmatic. Not 
everything we seek can be achieved in the short term....This does not mean, however, 
betraying one’s ultimate objective - a more equitable society” (103). 
 In the 1981 election, the NDP returned to power. As Canada sunk into a serious 
recession, the NDP responded with a multi-faceted counter-recessionary program based 
on a social contract with the Manitoba Government Employees Association, a Jobs Fund 
and an acceleration of capital projects (especially Hydro projects). Pawley explains that 
these “programs reflected a social democratic philosophy whose objective was to 
gradually reduce sharp disparities in income distribution” (136). The favourable 
performance of the Manitoba economy relative to other provinces reflected, in large part, 
the impact of this program. 
 The government faced other significant challenges. The most serious was the 
language controversy which had its roots in the overturning by the Supreme Court of 
a law passed in 1890 that denied French language rights in Manitoba. The Pawley 
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government rectified this situation in the face of bitter opposition from the PCs and other 
conservative forces. Pawley understandably refers to this battle as “a political nightmare” 
(chapter 6).  
 Despite these challenges, the government pushed for improvements in labour 
legislation and employment standards, including First Contract legislation, pay equity 
legislation, increases to minimum wage and social assistance, and changes to the 
Workplace Health and Safety Act to ensure workers “the right to know, the right to 
refuse, and the right to participate” (170).  
 After the 1986 election, the NDP was reduced to a slim majority. The Pawley 
government continued to bring forward progressive reforms, including the inclusion of 
sexual orientation in the Human Rights Code, new environmental legislation and Final 
Offer Selection as an option to settle labour disputes involving small bargaining units 
with little power. 
 Federal-provincial relations were difficult. This was particularly true of Brian 
Mulroney’s treachery involving the CF-18 aircraft maintenance contract; the Canada-US 
Free Trade Agreement, which was opposed by Pawley and his government; and the 
Meech Lake Accord, which was endorsed by Pawley, but was rejected by the party and 
ultimately met its demise in Manitoba because of the actions of NDP members in the 
legislature under a PC government. In summing up his experience of intergovernmental 
relations, Pawley admits that he was the “‘odd guy out,’ perceived by [Mulroney and] 
many of my colleagues as too left-wing and confrontational” (205). 
 The government’s popular support was undermined by growing opposition to the 
Meech Lake Accord, big increases in auto insurance rates and – following Keynesian 
principles – rising taxes with a more robust economy to reduce deficits and debt. Pawley’s 
government was done in when Jim Walding, previously passed over for a cabinet 
position, voted on 8 March 1988 with the opposition against the government’s budget. As 
a result, Pawley resigned as premier and party leader. In the ensuing election, the NDP, 
led by Gary Doer, was reduced to 12 seats. 
 There is much to be learned from this book about Pawley, the NDP and political 
life in Manitoba during his time in politics. From 1969 on, the NDP was, for all intents 
and purposes, the left in Manitoba, with most party members identifying themselves as 
democratic socialists committed to using the powers of an activist state to reduce 
inequalities in income and power. This commitment was reflected in policy agendas that 
resulted in significant improvements in the material conditions of individuals and 
families at the bottom of the income distribution, greater rights for women and 
minorities, and labour law reforms that strengthened the labour movement and improved 
the lot of all workers. There was, within the party, an appreciation of both the need 
to build the party on an ongoing basis and the importance of annual conventions to bring 
together party activists to debate principles and policy. Along with this, there was also an 
appreciation of the vital relationship between the party and labour. 
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 The NDP regained power in 1999. The NDP government, re-elected to a fourth 
consecutive term in October 2011, continues to lead the country with new policies and 
programs of a progressive nature. At the same time, however, there is a recognition that 
the party has moved to the right on fiscal and social issues in the 23 years since Pawley 
retired. There is, moreover, greater emphasis on winning elections as opposed to building 
the party and the movement. The vision has dimmed. As a consequence, the local 
constituency associations have become more subdued.  
 The question that is left after reading this book is: can the NDP rediscover its 
democratic socialist vision of equality and rejuvenate its politics? It is important to 
continue to win elections; but can the NDP do that while maintaining the democratic 
socialist vision that characterized Pawley’s political practice? 
 
 
 

Stewart, Roderick and Sharon Stewart. 2011. Phoenix: The Life of Norman 
Bethune, Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press. ISBN 979-0-7735-
3819-1. Cloth 39.95 CAD. Pages: 479. 

 
Reviewed by Ken Collier 
Society for Socialist Studies 

 
Canadians may not often consider who is the best known of us around the globe. 

Arguably, this figure is the focus of Roderick and Sharon Stewart, who present a 
chronological account of Dr Norman Bethune’s colourful, explosive, unpredictable and 
contradictory life from birth and upbringing to a rather disorderly university career, 
where Bethune’s sheer brilliance and exuberant personality pushed him past pitfalls that 
would have sidelined most others. Subsequent chapters follow Bethune in 1936-37 to the 
Spanish Civil War, then to China in 1938-39. He performed breathtaking surgical feats 
and created war-front health services credited with saving thousands of lives during two 
of the greatest defining revolutionary upheavals of the 20th Century. In China, he is 
officially revered, having statues, museums and publications honouring him.  
 Struggles persist over interpretation and facts in the previously best-known 
Bethune book The Scalpel, The Sword: The Story of Dr. Norman Bethune (McClelland and 
Stewart, 1952) and the films (two of them starring Donald Sutherland). Churches, left-
wing and socialist political parties and the governments of Canada, Spain and China, 
made competing claims throughout the Cold War about Bethune’s legacies on three 
continents. So Roderick Stewart, author of a prior biography, joined now by his wife 
Sharon, felt drawn back into the Bethune maelstrom to correct misinformation and to 
render as level an account as partisans are able, presenting and documenting materials 
that had often been subjected to fast-and-loose treatment. Where they can’t prove a point, 
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