
 

 
 
 
 

SOCIALIST STUDIES 
ÉTUDES SOCIALISTES 

 
 

The Journal of the Society for Socialist Studies 
Revue de la Société d’études socialistes 

 
 

An Interdisciplinary Open-Access Journal 
www.socialiststudies.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Volume 8, Number 1 
Winter 2012 

 
A Special Issue on G.A. Cohen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Socialist Studies/Études socialistes is a peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary and open-access 
journal with a focus on describing and analysing social, economic and/or political injustice, and 
practices of struggle, transformation, and liberation. 
 
Socialist Studies/Études socialistes is indexed in EBSCO Publishing, Left Index and the Wilson 
Social Sciences Full Text databases and is a member of the Canadian Association of Learned 
Journals (CALJ). 
 
Socialist Studies/Études socialistes is published by the Society for Socialist Studies. The Society 
for Socialist Studies (SSS) is an association of progressive academics, students, activists and 
members of the general public. Formed in 1966, the Society’s purpose is to facilitate and 
encourage research and analysis with an emphasis on socialist, feminist, ecological, and anti-
racist points of view. The Society for Socialist Studies is an independent academic association 
and is not affiliated with any political organization or group. The Society is a member of the 
Canadian Federation for Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS) and meets annually as part 
ofthe Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences. 
 
For further information on the Society for Socialist Studies, please visit www.socialiststudies.ca 
or contact societyforsocialiststudies@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:societyforsocialiststudies@gmail.com


Mailing Address 
c/o David Huxtable 
Department of Sociology 
P.O. Box 3050, STN CSC 
University of Victoria 
Victoria, BC V8W 3P5 Canada 
societyforsocialiststudies@gmail.com 
 
 
Editor 
Elaine Coburn, Centre d'intervention and d'analyse sociologique (CADIS)-EHESS/American 
University-Paris, France 
coburn@stanfordalumni.org 
 
 
Book Review Editor 
Murray Cooke, York University, Canada 
mcooke@yorku.ca 
 
 
Layout 
Sean Cain, Better World Communications 
seancain@freelancewrite.org 
 
 
Editorial Board 
Sarah A. Amsler, Aston University 
Wayne Antony, Fernwood Publishing 
William K Carroll, University of Victoria 
Chad D Thompson, University College of 
the North 
Susan Dodd, University of King's College 
Bryan Mitchell Evans, Ryerson 
University 
Phillip Hansen, University of Regina 
Ian Hussey, York University 

 
 
Joseph Kaufert, University of Manitoba 
Ross A Klein, Memorial University 
Patrice LeClerc, St. Lawrence University 
Stephen McBride, Simon Fraser 
University 
Sandra Rollings-Magnusson, Grant 
MacEwan University 
Ingo Schmidt, Athabasca University 
Dorothy E Smith, University of Victoria 
Gary Teeple, Simon Fraser University

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mcooke@yorku.ca


 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Special Issue on G.A.Cohen 
 

Editorial 
 
Thinking About Class, Race, Gender: Himani Bannerji and G.A. Cohen on 
Capitalism and Socialism 
Elaine Coburn 

 
 

1 

Introduction 
 
G.A. Cohen’s Socialism: Scientific But Also Utopian 
Christine Sypnowich 

 
 

20 

Comment 
 
Cohen On Rawls On Incentives and Equality 
Jan Narveson 

 
 

35 

Articles and Research Notes 
 
G.A. Cohen’s Influence on Chinese Academia 
Duan Zhongqiao and Li Yang 

 
 

57 
 

If You’re A Libertarian, How Come You’re So Rich? 
Colin Macleod 

68 

G.A. Cohen and the Logic of Egalitarian Congruence 
David Rondel 

82 

Cohen on Socialism, Equality and Community 
Pablo Gilabert 

101 

G.A. Cohen and the Ethical Core of Socialism: Equality or Life-Sufficiency? 
Jeffrey Noonan 

122 

Jazz Bands, Camping Trips and Decommodification: G.A.Cohen On 
Community 
Nicholas Vrousalis 

141 

Concepts, Conceptions and Principles of Justice 
Loren King 

164 

The Domain of Distributive Justice: Personal Choices, Institutions, States of 
Affairs 
Alistair Macleod 

173 



Facts, Principles and the Third Man 
Lea Ypi 

196 

Rescuing Political Theory From Fact-Insensitivity 
Kai Nielsen 

216 

How Insensitive: Principles, Facts and Normative Grounds in Cohen’s 
Critique of Rawls 
Daniel Kofman 

246 

Review Essays 
 
Stephen Harper: Authoritarian Partisan and Radical Social Conservative 
Ideologue? 
Steve Patten 

 
 

269 

Book Reviews 
 
Losing Control: Canada’s Social Conservatives in the Age of Rights 
Tom Warner.  Reviewed by Lorna Erwin.  
 
The Canadian War on Queers: National Security as Sexual Regulation 
Gary Kinsman and Patrizia Gentile.  Reviewed by Mathieu Brûlé 
 
No Debate: The Israel Lobby and Free Speech at Canadian Universities 
Jon Thompson.  Reviewed by Alan Sears 
 
Keep True: A Life in Politics 
Howard Pawley.  Reviewed by Errol Black 
 
Pheonix: The Life of Norman Bethune 
Roderick Stewart and Sharon Stewart.  Reviewed by Ken Collier 
 
Capital and Its Discontents: Conversations with Radical Thinkers in a Time of 
Tumult 
Sasha Lilley.  Reviewed by Thom Workman 
 
Global Slump: The Economics and Politics of Crisis and Resistance 
David McNally.  Reviewed by Bill Burgess 
 
Private Affluence, Public Austerity: Economic Crisis and Democratic Malaise 
in Canada 
Stephen McBride and Heather Whiteside.  Reviewed by Joan McFarland 
 
The Enigma of Capital and the Crises of Capitalism 
David Harvey.  Reviewed by Matthew Brett 
 

 
 

278 



 

Power and Inequality: A Comparative Introduction 
Gregg Olsen.  Reviewed by Larry Patriquin 
 
Manufacturing Meltdown: Reshaping Steel Work 
David Livingstone, Dorothy Smith and Warren Smith.  Reviewed by Ann Duffy 
 
Canadian Labour in Crisis: Reinventing the Workers’ Movement 
David Camfield.  Reviewed by Stephanie Ross 
 
From Rebellion to Reform in Bolivia 
Jeffrey Webber.  Reviewed by Manuel Larrabure 
 
The American Road to Capitalism: Studies in Class Structure, Economic 
Development and Political Conflict, 1620-1877 
Charles Post.  Reviewed by Jordy Cummings 
 
Demography and Democracy: Essays on Nationalism, Gender and Ideology 
Hamani Bannerji.  Reviewed by Aziz Choudry 
 
Envisioning Real Utopias 
Erik Olin Wright.  Reviewed by Jeff Noonan 

Instructions for Authors 320 

 


